
 

 

February 21, 2024 

 

Representative Judy Chu    Representative Erin Houchin 

United States House of Representatives  United States House of Representatives 

2423 Rayburn House Office Building  1632 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Representatives Chu and Houchin, 

As national, state, and local organizations invested in the success and well-being of transition 

aged youth, we are writing to express our support for H.R. 7010, the Increasing Access to Foster 

Care through 21 Act. This legislation builds on the advances in supports and service provision 

made by states that currently extend foster care beyond age 18 and will take significant steps 

toward ensuring that all young people in foster care have the option to remain in care until 

age 21, regardless of where they live. 

Our society has changed since Congress first directed federal foster care to end at age 18 in 1980 

– traditional paths to adulthood no longer include finding a full-time job shortly after high school 

and retaining that job for years, building stability and security. Immediate marriage, enrollment, 

or being drafted into the military have changed as well, happening less commonly than in the 

past. Even education has changed, with fewer students completing two- and four-year degrees on 

time. With rising costs of living and fewer opportunities available, many young adults choose to 

live at home and rely on the support of their families well past high school as they seek 

education, employment, and stable housing; why do we expect their peers in foster care to 

become fully independent on their eighteenth birthday? We must ensure that young people in 

foster care have access to similar supports as they transition to adulthood and independence. 

Federal data tells us that compared to youth that exit foster care at age 18, youth who remain in 

care have better outcomes across multiple measures. According to the National Youth in 

Transition Database (NYDT) report to Congress in February 2020, youth who remain in care 

past age 18 have higher rates of employment, housing, school attendance and graduation, and 

health coverage compared to those who exit at age 18. They also have lower rates of 

incarceration, drug treatment referrals, and giving birth or fathering a child.1 This important 

legislation would give all young people the option to remain in care, allowing them the 

opportunity to achieve such improved outcomes.  

 

The Increasing Access to Foster Care through 21 Act allows states the flexibility to design 

tailored programs to meet the needs of the young people they serve. States that currently extend 

care do so in a variety of ways, including family foster care providers, independent living 

arrangements, institutional settings including college dorms, group homes, maternity homes, Job 

Corps and other employment training settings, and voluntary substance abuse treatment facilities. 

States will continue to have the freedom to decide how best to meet the needs of this population 

 
11 NYDT Report to Congress. Administration on Children and Families. Children’s Bureau. February 18, 2020. 
Retrieved from https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/report/nytd-report-congress  

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/report/nytd-report-congress


 

 

and will benefit from the financial incentive provided by delinking this population from the 

AFDC eligibility requirements. Young people across the nation will benefit from the removal of 

participation requirements and the increased access to the services and stability provided through 

extended care. 

 

Thank you for your continued commitment to children and youth in foster care. We applaud you 

for addressing this gap and taking this important step toward ensuring that all young people have 

access to the support they need to successfully gain independence. 
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