The Honorable Alejandro N. Mayorkas
Secretary

US Department of Homeland Security
Washington, D.C., 20528

September 26, 2023
Dear Secretary Mayorkas,

Since November 2022, when the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) called on all governments to “suspend the forced return of Haitians to their
country,” the U.S. government has sent nine deportation flights to Haiti. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) continues to schedule deportation flights to Haiti despite
the serious risks to life, liberty, and physical and mental integrity of the people being
deported.

As you know, the United States already bars the deportation of Haitians to Haiti who
qualify for temporary protected status (TPS) because “Haiti is experiencing
extraordinary and temporary conditions resulting from grave insecurity and gang crime,
as well as socio-economic and humanitarian conditions, including those resulting from
environmental disasters aggravating food insecurity.” As you are also aware, the US
embassy on August 30 called on all Americans to leave Haiti “as soon as possible”
because of the worsening security situation.

The following day, August 31, a charter flight landed in Port-au-Prince, reportedly
carrying more than 50 persons deported from the United States, despite the known
danger and overwhelming evidence of escalating violence and insecurity there.

Given this evidence, and UNHCR’s warning in its non-return advisory for Haiti that “the
forced removal of people to a place where they may face risk of persecution, torture or
other serious or irreparable harm would amount to ‘refoulement,” which is explicitly
prohibited under international refugee and human rights law,” these forced returns
appear to conflict with the United States’ legal obligations.

The undersigned organizations call on you to suspend the scheduled September
deportation flight to Haiti and all future U.S. deportation flights to Haiti until the United
States, in consultation with UNHCR, the International Organization for Migration, and
the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, is assured that generalized conditions of
violence and insecurity in Haiti no longer represent a credible risk of serious harm to
anyone forcibly returned to that country. We further call on you to investigate possible



https://www.unhcr.org/news/news-releases/unhcr-calls-states-refrain-forced-returns-haitians
https://witnessattheborder.org/posts/9623
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/01/26/2023-01586/extension-and-redesignation-of-haiti-for-temporary-protected-status
https://ht.usembassy.gov/security-alert-commercial-flight-options-from-haiti/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/haiti/article279224864.html
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/escalating-violence-threatens-thousands-children-port-au-prince-haiti
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/atrocity-alert-no-363/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/08/14/haiti-surge-violent-abuses
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/11/haiti-international-community-must-act-now-avert-tragedy-turk

harms that people deported from the United States to Haiti since November 2022 may
have experienced since their deportation, and to rectify, to the extent possible, those
harms, including by facilitating humanitarian parole applications for those having
experienced harm.
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